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g, and coming to local barbecues,
Imagine college students and local
high schoo! students ?@éﬁ one
ancther by name, sharing class:
rooms and recreation facilities, ar
Just chatting together on street cor-
ners. .

Amagine this tn Allston and
w:mgam two Bosten neighbof-
wgmm that bave sufferad more than
their share of institutional expan-
sion and loud weekend heer
bashes.

A number of Allston-Brighton
residents Ustened avidly to presen-
tations by neighbors and Clark
iniversity staff members recently
after wowﬁwww L bus with a group
TepT nmmmﬁmm local officials, Hars
vard University, and the Allston
Brighton Community Develop:
ment @aﬂuwmmﬁow which ergan-

ized the ir ip to the nniversity’s

m\wmrmmwﬁ. campus and surroand-
ing neigliborhood.
Q&w viee president Jack w&%

Ea the group a thumbnail History
of, mﬁ school's interest In securing
ﬁﬁw wals once a drug-nfested, are
mmm,mw.w%:ma m&rgo%com around
s then-gated campus.

. According to Foley, two decades
age Clark had to decide whether to
move, 1o bulid barbed-wire-topped
walls, or 1o yeach out and work 1o
improve the neighborheod, “We
chose the latier) he said.

The :wmmwm started by helping
mmmmm & ComHnEnity development
noﬂuowwzmmv then lending it money
to rebulld affordable bousing mthe
argn, When those measures didn’t
reverse the ares’s decline, further
steps were taken: full scholarships
C any smwwwwﬂgom residant ae-

cepted at Clark; the founding of a
,i&ﬁ 6-12 public schaol, where

Clark faculty and students work
atongside regular school staff in
one of “the top wrban high schooly
in the countey,” Folay said; summer
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Karen mmmww Qwﬁv and ﬁ.m@&wﬁmﬂ Nsangou, of Allston
Brighton Community Bevelopment Corporation, on the bus.

CAMPS; mwﬁ.w nn_mnn details; ﬂﬁo?
ing; and college prep COUTses,
And Clark made ail these moves
with, maaﬁmwﬁ E«Qﬂmggﬁ )
“The neighborhood was an

‘izl ﬁmﬁmww mﬂ%m table,” said .
Barhara m mmﬁ & ﬁﬁommﬁﬁ QQ

coundlog

And i all worked.

M‘wm. neighborhood hias Eﬁ un-
veiled & §9 million Boys & Girls
Chub facility, developed by the com-
ity or mmmﬁﬁgm where n%ﬁv
ed facterigsonce steod. And a near-
by site owned by Clark will have an
athiletic field installed for neighbor-
hoed, elub, and nmzmmﬁ 15E, .

Frnpty lots have heen filled with
energy-efficient, Qﬁ?ﬁc@.gm%m
triple-deckers. The heroin dealers
are gone, Roughly 30 fauity mem-
bers have bought homes in the
neighborhood, with help. from the
college, Plans.to build bike paths
and an industrial park are in the
works, . .

“Tt was now A1 easy Emmw Foley
said. “Tt involved a lot of meetings,
late nights, and thick skin.”

But the resuits clearly im-
pressed the visitors from Allston-
Brighton, which Enﬁar@.woﬁﬁ?
nity m@&mﬁwwﬁ professionals, in-
volved smwmwg? Hurvard officials,
stafffrom the offices of state Repre-
sentatives Kevin Honan apd Mike
Moran and Boston City Councilor
Mazk Clommo, and Michael ¥ Gla.

vin, the Boston Redevelopmant Au-
thority’s “point person” for mE_
vard’s planned expansion.

Of course, %mwmﬂ Harvard fior
Be largest institu-
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eaven

.Qaﬁmmﬂ@mw government might put

on the university to pony up pay-
ments in liey of taxes,

Jerry Rubin, an Allston Brigh-
ton .CDC board member and Bos-
ton College neighbor, noted that
helping BC and Harvard figure out
how their interests and his coincide
— for instence, getting Tiis street
back to the point where less than
5 percent of the houses are inhab-
ited by students — might be diffi-
cult,

“Finding the enlightened self-
interest is the challenge,” Rubin
said. “We really need to chauge the
paradigm of how we relatg to each
other”

Kevin MeCluskey, Harvard’s All-
ston nepotiator, said the university
understands that rather than revi-
talization, the neighborhood feeds
“rednvigoration and stabiliny”

He pointed out that the aniver-
sity’s proposal for an “education
poi il m_dmcwm& ag part of the
cofEninity benefits from s sclence
complex, was a way to look togeth-

i er at “what benetits:all of us going

forwar wtuad betiefit,”
" Helatersaid that for all the talk

. .. of elianging the town-gown rela-

mzm ﬁ.omwﬁﬂmﬁ M_m.mw

wo%acm-ﬁzqmwmﬁw partn
signed on in 1988 and have st

including fraining teachors 1d
community developers, learting

ahout successful urban education
programs, stabilizing its neighbors"
hood, and getting a diverse studsnt .

body. He calied it “enlightened selfv.
interest”

“Instead of pretending we arent
in Worcester, Clark atiracts stu-
dents and faculty who want that
community involvement.” be said.
“1t gives Clark national and region-
al visibiliy”

it also eases any pressure

tiopiships he felt that it was “already
good; and, as ,%emm ofvthe bus not-

” mm .me mﬁmwwou 15 haw to go from

oict to; o@% nomﬁ t allow time 8
wilore wider coflaborations, such
ag Clark has with its neighbors,

Tim McHale, a neighborhood

" activist and musician, agreed.

“These are copcepts that could be
sait of the:community benefit mas-
Lot wwﬁws somiething Harvard has

_promised to work out with the
“néighborhood. “We want to align

ohr interesis”

Maile Takahashi, whe works in

‘Harvard’s Allston Development

Group, agreed.
“There are a lot of things to
think about,” especially ideas for

thie area west of North Harvard

Street, she said, “We will make a
proposal bagsed on what we think
we need 1o take care of”




